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Delineating the Meaning of God'’s Four Divine Attributes, the First,
the Last, the Apparent, the Hidden in the Rational Approach

Morteza semnoon*
Fateme Jafari**

Abstract

In Islam, the principle of monotheism (Tawhid) has been introduced as
the most fundamental principles of religion and its understanding as the
most exalted form of knowledge. Although, in Islamic theology, knowing
the divine essence is considered impossible for human beings, the window
to knowing God in theology is not completely shut and attaining some
levels of understanding of monotheism through the study of divine
attributes is possible and recommended. Therefore, addressing God
through these attributes and the explanation of their true meaning is
abundant both in the verses of the Holy Quran and in the Sunnah
(traditions and prayers). God has described Himself with four attributes;
"the first (alaval), the last (alakhar) the apparent (alzaher) and the hidden
(albaten)" at the beginning of Hadid Surah. The understanding of these
attributes as a way to contemplate on the Day of Judgement is
recommended in Islamic traditions. Considering the different narratives,

intellectual and intuitive approaches in explaining the meaning of divine

* Shahid Beheshti University m-semnoon@sbu.ac.ir
** Shahid Beheshti University f.jafari6363@gmail.com

Reception date< 1400/10/5 Acceptance date« 1401/4/5



attributes, this article seeks to explain the meaning of these four attributes,
considering the significant heritage of the intellectual and philosophical
approaches in this respect. In this paper, ‘the first’ and ‘the last’ are not
considered as temporal concepts rather they are considered essential
characteristics and the philosophical framework that has been considered
as the ultimate cause. In Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, these attributes signify
absolute unity and include all divine attributes. ‘The apparent’ and ‘the
hidden’ are interpreted through references to other divine attributes such
as divine knowledge. ‘The apparent’ refers to the manifestation of divine
attributes in worldly signs. In Mulla Sadra’s philosophy, these two
attributes are compared with light which is apparent in nature and is a sign

of something else which remains hidden because of its exalted status.

Key Terms: the first, the last, the apparent, the hidden.
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A Comparative Study of the Beauty of the World and the Issue of
Evil from the Perspective of Plotinus and Moulavi

Sedighe Bahrani*
Mohammad Reza Asadi**

Abstract

The issue of the beauty of the world and its challenge, the issue of the
evil, is one of the most important philosophical and theological issues.
Plotinus and Molavi, as the two distinguished world scholars, have tried
to face this challenge. A lot of their suggested solutions are common: the
relative and necessary nature of evil, its eminence from man’s free will
and his atomistic approach, and considering it as a prerequisite for soul
exaltation. Some of the solutions, solely proposed by Plotinus, are
philosophical in nature as is the case with considering evil non-existent
and accidental. Such solutions do not seem to convince people as evil
causes emotional distress for mankind. In contrast, the solutions that have
a mystical aspect are convincing to a large extent. An example in case,
which has been proposed by both Plotinus and Moulavi, is the
consideration of evil as a prerequisite for the exaltation of the soul. This

solution, which was expanded by Moulavi, is very useful and convincing.

* Islamic Azad University, Beyza Branch sedighe_bahrani@yahoo.com
** Allameh Tabatabai University asadi@atu.ac.ir
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The specific versions of this solution are as follows: solving the problem
of evil with the help of mutual love between man and God and the
answers that come from Islamic verses and traditions, such as evil being
the cause of awareness, mercy, and purification of the soul, all as signs of
love. The present article with a descriptive-analytical library research
method concludes that the similarities between the views expressed by
Muoulavi and Plotinus can be the result of mystical intuition that is

common between them as a source of their thoughts.

Key Terms: the issue of evil, Plotinus, Moulavi, the beauty

of the universe.
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A Critical Study of the Relationship between Non—Materiality of
Knowledge and Constancy of Change

Mahdi Assadi*

Abstract

Allamah Tabatabayi, in his justification of the epistemic discussions tied
to non—materiality, in particular non—materiality of the perception and the
fact that the material things are subject to knowledge and understanding,
proposes constancy of change and states that change in its own changing
Is constant. The present paper is an attempt to provide a comprehensive
critical study of the paradoxical nature of “constancy of the change” and
its relation to non—materiality of knowledge. First and foremost, we focus
on our specific criticisms levelled against constancy of change: the
difference between the meaning of non—materiality and the meaning of
constancy in constant material things, non-materiality of immobility,
non—-materiality of all of the material things, the problem of losing
continuity in a specific constant, the confusion of permanency of
motion/change with permanent motion/change, a
counterexample refuting the necessity of non—-materiality in knowledge
and mental images, and, ultimately, the issue of infinite regress. And since

some of the contemporaries too have found the paradoxical nature of

* Institute for Humanities and Cultural Studies M.Assadi@ihcs.ac.ir

Reception date: 1401/4/6 Acceptance date: 1401/6/28



constancy of change undesirable, we will have a short discussion on their

criticisms and evaluations as well.

Key Terms: non-materiality of knowledge, constancy of
change, knowledge of change, paradox, contradiction,
Allamah Tabatabayi.
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Inner Perceptual Faculties in Transcendental Wisdom: From the
Fivefold Perceptual Faculties to Their Unification with Soul

Mojtaba Afsharpour*

Abstract

Perception, as one of the vital signs of the human soul, arises from the
perceptual faculties by which the soul demonstrates its effect. In the
peripatetic philosophical anthropology, the fivefold perceptual faculties,
which are common sense, imagination, illusion, memory, and intellect,
and the consideration of animal perceptual faculties and their threefold
perceptions as their outcome is a stablished view. In Mulla Sadra's works,
there are seemingly inconsistent statements about the nature of perceptual
faculties and their number. In some cases, similar to the Peripatetics, he
speaks of the five faculties, in some other cases he denies illusion, in some
other ones he calls common sense and imagination the strong and weak
levels of a single faculty, and there are also cases in which he inspires the
union of soul and faculties. The present article is an attempt to explain the
ultimate form of Mulla Sadra's
theory of inner perceptual faculties and to investigate the possibility of
reconciling his seemingly inconsistent views. With an analytical-
descriptive method, we try to explore the anthropology of transcendental
wisdom through an analytical-descriptive method. The conclusion

* Al-Mustafa International University mojafs2@yahoo.com

Reception date: 1400/10/26 Acceptance date: 1401/7/11



inferred from a comprehensive look at all the works in which Mulla Sadra
has focused on perceptual faculties, is that he goes through several stages
to reach his final theory, and that each seemingly inconsistent view is

related to one of the stages of reaching his goal.

Key Terms: inner perceptual faculties, fivefold perceptual
faculties, the stages of soul, the wunion of soul, the

union of faculties.



S el e 2
VE0Y Ol o i dageds o &S0

Scientific Journal of Ayeneh Ma'refat
Shahid Beheshti University

R ke
IYAY (o o™

IR S | A1 Doi: 10.52547/jipt.2022.227663.1283

oo sHT 38 Gluil £98 O 557 b Sasg S0 il

" o ol doxo
" anl o
(S QRS >

LT bl il e g3 5 LS o Slkels dmfy o g oo ls 42y [y Lol [k Do
Ol ol ol ity OT 40 OT 1y Ol (bl 55 5yl 5 S o (520 Coglize 5 1S
/j il of o 40 |y il i s Ll @u sl & 37 5 oy b s (9 G g
EF b Oy S oS G gl SN (6 ol w L ks [y 7 s ol o
EF Ak Sl S b Ol sl i bile S5l SoS™ 35 5 oo b bt
A3 (s CS e st b Ll cdas o DLl S5 das (sl d-s
S pte dols 5 g4 i p g plgpl ol s o ol £47 (SLls Ly LaO L] alim
il g e il kg (5 L S ] late CaS u""“"db“"/"l'cﬁ/‘f
5 o oy aliews G2l 4 Gk Gl Bl (Sl ol 7S] 03,87 130 [y
2l G e s U S sy ko B £ ST else 4 (55 Sl gl
s b Ol oy D] i A Ol e ol o ol bl S
Colomg Ly o ASTE L Ly 0l ) Ol oo Lol Cocel alaza CoaSm oo T azaulst
S Ol S 1 (3 s Ol 8 35 (5 iy (Mo e s 0 L3 42 35 oL
il I i [y Ol (6,593 350 y3 Lol S o 5 pme Ly Cailot (Sl > gzl

S o O g esy S Ls g3 sl Oy 4 (55 pizman Lo o ST

oUN>

khatam_313@yahoo.com (J S0 S 83 ) iy g OLEEIS oMol L 3lrn (i yho (S 587 (S gl *
m_jahed@sbu.ac.ir g Mg oIS sole Sl giae Mt
r_dehghan@sbu.ac.ir (S Mg OIS ade Cdad gias T

VENVYITL b pdy G VEN PP Dol o sb



Wiz 4227 33 [y o fim Oldl Cdcdim 5 ol ST 457 ol o 45 ] 5 s o 4]
z&lj.u!alﬁjj.: S oy Al (¢ paie O (el kg S Do ‘[.:’/.:.ﬁ/'jb'J.a
-ijdujbm‘_;/jiubj;‘_;j&u.bjw LAQL«J/QJ:-}@QJ_;:/U&E

ccaltee M3 o ST IS sl £ 45 o8 5 el 85T S 0SS



Scientific Journal of Ayeneh Ma'refat
Shahid Beheshti University
No.71/Summer 2022

The Challenge of Unity or multiplicity of Human Species from Mulla
Sadra’'s Perspective

Mohammad Shahhoseini*
Mohsen Jahed**

Rahim Dehghan Simkani***
Abstract
Mulla Sadra considers humans to be a single species in the ecstasy of the
world, and at the same time, he introduces human beings as multiple and
different internally. His interpretation of multiplicity is something which
is in change moment-by-moment. This duality in relation to unity has
created the suspicion eclecticism in his views and has made the
disentanglement of duality difficult. He accepts the criteria through which
theologian come up with a new species and considers the speech
capability of human beings as a criterion for considering all human beings
belonging to the same species; however, relying on his theory of
substantial motion, he sees human beings as becoming new moment-by-
moment. This ambiguity, which can be
attributed to the lack of formation of science of logic based on
transcendental theology, has make it difficult to clarify the criterion based

on Mulla Sadra’s point of view. The present study is concerned with the

* Shahid Beheshti University khatam_313@yahoo.com
* Shahid Beheshti University m_jahed@sbu.ac.ir
* Shahid Beheshti University r_dehghan@sbu.ac.ir

Reception date: 1401/3/30 Acceptance date: 1401/7/26



duality of unity and multiplicity of the human species, and the goal is to
resolve the duality. However, the conclusion is that, although the idea of
plurality of human species has a clear framework originated from
transcendental theology, it is not easy to integrate this idea with the
emphasis that Milla Sadra has made on the unity of human species in the

ecstasy of the world.

Key Terms: multiplicity of a species, unity of a species,
population  diversity, acquired multiplicity,  different

worlds.
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Abstract

Qur'an has always been the source of wisdom and a lot of mystic issues
can be studies from a Quranic perspective. Among these issues, we can
refer to representation, which the Almighty has referred to in his heavenly
book and has explicitly mentioned it in Maryam Surah. The present study,
with an analytical-descriptive method, tries to clarify representation as it
is introduced in mysticism and aims to deepen understanding of this
concept and its types and also its two aspects namely epistemological and
anthological aspects. The study shows that representation is not
exclusively limited to the representation of angels. It rather includes other
types, such as dreams, the Ascension, etc., which are all worthy of study.
In addition, the Qur'anic perspective on the what and how of
representation, its relationship with the worlds of existence and the man
epistemological aspects as presented in revelation can also be studied.

That is why mystics have constantly dealt with these issues through
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mystical analysis of sample representations in the holy Quran to facilitate

deeper understanding of this issue.

Key  Terms:  Representation, the Holy  Quran, Islamic

mysticism, dream, embodiment.
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Abstract
Today, the issue of women and their ontological position is one of the
topics discussed in the field of thought and social sciences. Although this
newly emerging issue is not unprecedented in the ideas expressed by the
thinkers of the past few centuries, including Mulla Sadra, there are few
concise statements by some thinkers on which one can rely to understand
the "human value of women™ from their perspective. In Mulla Sadra’s
philosophy, in addition to some statements (fourteen statements) made
about women, his philosophical foundations can also be helpful in
inferring his view of women status. The present study, through the use of
a descriptive-analytical method, tries to answer the question whether
Mulla Sadra has a minimalistic view of the human position of women. To
answer this question, relying on a text-based and a principle-based
approach, we conclude that Mulla Sadra’s statements attributing

intellectual defect to women neither have the meaning that the society
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infers from this concept, nor is this meaning attributable specifically to
women. To Mulla Sadra, the concept is a level of human being
attributable to both males and females. His philosophical foundations
manifest the absolute rejection of gender-based nature of the self which
can be proof of the equality of human identity among men and women.
The paper also refers to several alternative positions taken toward gender-

based self and their answers to this question.
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