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Viewpoints of Mulla Sadra and Kant on
Simple Whetherness Propositions

Mohammad Kazem Elmi∗

Maryam Ghollasi∗∗

Abstract

Simple whetherness refers to propositions whose predicate is being. What 

is important about this type of propositions is the question whether they 

are acceptable. The present article aims at evaluating the viewpoints 

expressed by Mulla Sadra and Kant on this issue and to compare their 

similarities and differences. The conclusion is that Mulla Sadra's views on 

the simple whetherness propositions can be reduced into two solutions 

(one based on the primacy of quiddity and the other on the primacy of 

being). In comparison, for Kant, simple whetherness propositions are 

neither analytic nor synthetic propositions, and therefore, they should be 

rejected. The claim of the present article is that, through the two Mulla 

Sadra's solutions we can overcome the paradoxical implications of Kant's 

approach to the problem of the simple whetherness propositions.

Key Terms: Simple whetherness propositions, predicative existence, 

existential propositions, Kant, Mulla Sadra .
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∗ Ferdowsi University of Mashhad elmi@ferdowsi.un.ac.ir
∗∗ Ferdowsi University of Mashhad m.ghollasi64@gmail.com
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Schematism and Its Role in Kant’s First Critique with an Emphasis 
on the Concept of Space

Aghil Fuladi∗

Abstract

Schematism of imagination, which is one of the issues discussed in Kant’s 

Critique of Pure Reason, has been disputed by commentators. Some have 

considered it as arbitrary and some as necessary. The claim of the present 

paper is the necessity of this issue in Kant’s First Critique. However, 

schemata as explained by Kant are not purely temporal and space is 

involved at least in some of the schemata. Through schemata, Kant 

delineates the function of pure categories of understanding, thereby 

getting rid of Hume’s skepticism on the one hand, and creating challenges 

for the traditional understanding of metaphysics on the other hand. His 

viewpoint is that our ultimate theoretical knowledge is the collective 

impression of temporal- spacial entities created through imagination; 

therefore moving beyond this is not warranted.

Key Terms: faculty of imagination, schematism, space, 

time, principles of pure understanding .
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Examining the Scope of the Arguments of Alvahed Rule 

Javad Parsaee∗

Mohammad Moosavi∗∗ 

Abstract

The Alvahed Rule is one of the most fundamental rules of Islamic 

philosophy which has been applied to various issues of Islamic 

philosophy and other fields such as principles of Islamic jurisprudence. 

On the basis of the arguments of this rule and the analysis of the bases and 

meanings implied in the arguments, the paper first reveals that the true 

channel of this rule is the Real Unity. The paper then extends the rule to 

the world of intellects, world of ideas and he world of nature and 

determines its limits.

Key Terms: Alvahed Rule, Real Unity, cause, effect, 

congruity, emanation .
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∗ University of Razavi Islamic Sciences ja.parsaee@gmail.com
∗∗ University of Razavi Islamic Sciences
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The Nature of Meaning from the Point of View of Ibn Arabi and 
Allmeh Tabatabaei

Masud Hajrabi∗

Abstract

Ibn Arabi (560 - 638 AH), whose main area of study was ontology of 

meaning, considers meaning as external and as something which is 

common to the semantic hierarchy of a word. Any word has a hierarchy of 

meaning and the word truly applies to all of them. The present article 

addresses Ibn Arabi’s views on topics such as the process of meaning 

formation, the determination of the originator of words and meanings, the 

inherent relationship between of terms and their meanings, the 

relationship between meaning and God's Knowledge, and the objectivity 

of the term and meaning. As a follower of Ibn Arabi, Allameh Tabatabaei 

(1281 - 1360) discusses the theory of spiritual meaning along which he 

presents the theory of utilitarian meaning. The article presents Allameh 

Tabatabaei's view on issues such as the process of meaning formation, 

Quran's language and its relation to human language, the effect of the 

Ends on the authenticity of meaning as related to meta-material referents 

and some other issues. In the presentation of issues, a comparison is made 

between ideas of Ibn Arabi and those of Allemeh regarding meaning. 

__________________________
∗ Shahid Beheshti University m_hajrabi@sbu.ac.ir



Though the main aim is to compare the ideas of Ibn Arabi and Allameh, 

an effort is also made to present new issues and topics related to the focus 

of the paper in an analytical and philosophical way. The method adopted 

is a rational one. 

Key Terms: meaning, spiritual meaning, utilitarian  meaning, End, 
totality, stability of meaning. 
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A Comparative Study of the Cosmological Arguments Proposed by 
Ghazali and William Craig

Narges Nazarnezhad∗

Zahra Shaheb ∗∗ 

Abstract

The cosmological arguments are arguments in which through reflecting on 

creation and relying on the contingency of mobile and possible beings the 

need for the existence of a Perfect Being is inferred. One of these 

arguments is the scholastic theologians’ cosmological argument which is 

known as temporal originatedness among Islamic theologians. It is the 

argument through which the existence of the Creator is inferred from the 

temporal existence of the universe. This is a traditional argument which, 

in spite of the criticisms leveled against it, has been reformulated in recent 

times. The present article is an attempt to compare and contrast Ghazali’s 

version of this argument with Craig’s reformulated one. The conclusion is 

that Ghazali has sought to prove the existence of God through this 

argument while Craig draws on this argument to conclude that the new 

scientific findings, like Big Bang theory, adds to the strength of the 

probability of God’s existence.

Key Terms: cosmological argument of scholastic theology, argument of 
temporal existence, Ghazali, Craig .
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∗∗ Azhahra University
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Analysis of the Levels of Divine Knowledge in Sadraean 
Transcendent Wisdom

Alireza Khajegir∗
Valiolah Saaki∗∗

Abstract

In Sadraean transcendent wisdom, the reality of knowledge is like the 

reality of existence. As a result, knowledge like existence is simple and 

hierarchical in nature. In mysticism, reality of knowledge is unique to the 

unit, and any knowledge that is supposed outside the individual unit is not 

the truth of knowledge but the appearance of its truth. The effect of 

religious texts on the discussion of divine knowledge and its hierarchy is 

paramount in transcendent wisdom. Concepts such as grace, decree and 

dimension that have been taken from religious texts have been adapted to 

fit the hierarchy of divine knowledge. In the study of the levels of divine 

knowledge, its categorization into things and principles that cause division 

of divine knowledge to various degrees is of prime importance. The 

present paper aims at studying and analyzing the hierarchical levels of 

divine knowledge and its interrelationships based on insights taken from 

transcendent wisdom.

Key Terms: divine knowledge, grace, essential, divine actions, existence.
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Tahdith and its Relationship with Prophecy

Mohammad Taqi Shakir∗

Reza Berenjkar∗∗ 

Abstract

The notion of the termination of human communication with the unseen 

world through the angels was regarded as a kind of explanation for the 

end of prophecy (Resalat). However, there are strong reasons which 

support the existence of a relationship between man and God through the

angels. The rationale behind this crucial relationship rests upon our

understanding of the issue of guidance and the position of Imam. The first 

encounter with the Shiite teachings that emphasize the communication of 

angels with its religious leaders and even others pose the question of 

whether the angels’ communication with humans after the termination of

prophecy is a specific Shiite belief or the Sunni Islamic themes can also 

be followed for traces of this issue. An examination of the implications of 

this issue in the Sunni teachings and its conceptual convergence or 

divergence both in Sunni and Shiite traditions can shed light on the nature 

of this issue. The distinction between Tahdith and prophecy is an issue

which requires more research. The present paper is an attempt in this 

_________________________
∗ University of Quran and Hadith 14mt.shaker@gmail.com
∗∗ University of Tehran (Farabi Campus)



direction. After a short review of Tahdith in the Sunni tradition and the 

possibility of the angels’ relationship with humans after the termination of

prophecy, the Shiite viewpoints on the interpretation of Muhadeth and 

particularly its distinctness as a concept different from prophet and 

messenger are discussed.

Key Terms: Tahdith, Gabriel, Angel, Muhadeth, The prophet.


